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SEMINAR SET TO HELP DETERMINE FUTURE 
OF AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION IN MONTANA
MISSOULA—
The second seminar in the series “Montana Constitution: Progressive Spirit of the Rocky 
Mountain West” will be held Friday, Oct. 21, in Helena.
“Indian Education” will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the State Capitol Building’s 
House Chambers. It will feature several panel discussions, including one involving Reno 
Charette, Indian Affairs State Coordinator for Gov. Brian Schweitzer.
The seminar, organized by the Tribal Leaders Institute and the O’Connor Center for the 
Rocky Mountain West at The University of Montana, will address the Indian education 
requirements of the Montana State Constitution. Through presentations and panel discussions, 
seminar participants will examine the progress of the state’s attempts to implement the 
Constitution’s provisions regarding Indian education and then move on to explore needs and 
proposals aimed at improving those efforts.
Registered seminar participants can earn five Office of Public Instruction certification 
renewal units or five Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits. Cost of the seminar is $10 for 




Pat Williams, director of the Tribal Leaders Institute, will give the seminar welcoming 
remarks at 9 a.m.
Following is a schedule of seminar events, which will be moderated by Bob Brown, 
senior fellow of the O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
• 9:10-9:45 a.m.: Maylinn Smith, director, Indian Law Clinic, UM Law School
“Trusting States to Educate Indian Children: The Federal Transfer of 
Educational Obligation to the States.”
• 9:45-11 a.m.: Panel Discussion: Constitutional Convention delegates and those 
involved in the 1970s era attempt to implement the constitutional provision regarding 
Indian education discuss past strategies and barriers to implementation.
• 11-11:30 a.m.: Steve Doherty, attorney and author of amicus brief “Columbia Falls 
Elementary School District No. 6 v. State of Montana” will look back at the events 
leading up to the lawsuit, the Montana Supreme Court decision and the legislature’s 
response.
• 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.: Higher education panel will respond to the funding 
recommendations and the legislative bill proposed by the Quality Schools Interim 
Committee.
• 12:45-1:30 p.m.: Lunch in the Rotunda.
• 1:30-2:45 p.m.: Panel Discussion: Leaders in today’s implementation effort will 
discuss needs and proposals.
• 3-5 p.m.: Testimony, Quality Schools Interim Committee, in the Old Supreme Court 
Chambers.
“It has been 33 years since Article X of the Montana State Constitution recognized and 
promised to support Native American cultural and educational needs,” said Kathy Cross, project
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manager of the Tribal Leaders Institute. “Now is the time for Montanans to speak to the 
legislative committee regarding ways and means to achieve this goal.”
For more information or to register for the seminar, call (406) 243-7700 or e-mail 
ThompsonJ@mso.umt.edu. For a complete seminar schedule go online to http://www.crmw.org 
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